
John DeGroote, Esq.
Dallas, Texas

Professional Summary Former global company general counsel now serving as an arbitrator and 
mediator in complex commercial, business, and technology matters involving 
parties and interests around the country and beyond.

Was admitted to the AAA National Roster of Arbitrators in 2016 and has been 
appointed to serve as an arbitrator in more than 100 matters.  Approach is 
defined by experience-driven processes, proactive case management, and a 
willingness to tailor the process to what the parties need.

Current Employer-Title DeGroote Partners, LLC - Member and President

Profession Arbitrator, Mediator, and Trustee

Work History Member and President, DeGroote Partners, LLC, 2015 - Present; Board of 
Directors, BearingPoint Consulting Inc., 2013 - 2025; Executive Vice 
President/Operations, BearingPoint Consulting Inc., 2013 - 2025; Board of 
Directors, Texas Central Partners, LLC and affiliates, 2022 - 2025; Assistant 
Secretary, Arcwide Inc., 2023 - 2025; Board of Managers, Visionary 
Integration Professionals LLC, 2015 - 2018; Member and President, John 
DeGroote Services, LLC, 2009 - 2018; President (2009)/Executive Vice 
President and General Counsel (2008 - 2009)/Deputy General Counsel (2005 - 
2008)/Managing Director (2001 - 2009)/Chief Litigation Counsel (2000 - 
2008), BearingPoint Inc./KPMG Consulting Inc., 2000 - 2009; Associate, 
McKool Smith, P.C., 1997 - 2000; Vice President and Counsel, First USA, 
Inc./First USA Paymentech Inc., 1994 - 1997; Senior Director/Strategic 

          Primary Areas of Expertise 

            Business / Commercial
            D&O
            Business Dissolution
            Healthcare
            Franchise
            Technology / Outsourcing

View Video

John DeGroote, Esq.

Neutral ID : 4287530

The AAA’s Rules provide the AAA with the authority to administer an arbitration including, arbitrator appointment and challenges, general 
oversight, and billing. Accordingly, arbitrations that proceed without AAA administration are not considered AAA arbitrations, even when the 
parties select an arbitrator who is on the AAA’s Roster.

The information contained in this resume has been supplied solely by the individual arbitrator and may, or may not, be a complete recitation 
of their experience. The AAA assumes no responsibility for the content, completeness, accuracy, or reliability of the information contained in 
an arbitrator’s resume. If you have any questions about an arbitrator’s experience or background, you are encouraged to contact your case 
manager.

Arbitrators on the AAA Roster are not employees or agents of the AAA.

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://apps.adr.org/AAAApp/faces/videoResume.jsf?paramName=226895038___.YzJ1OmFuZHJvdmV0dGxlZ2FsbWVkaWExOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OjdhOTI5ZTY2NDYxZDgwZTk0N2EwMzQ4ODg3ODVkZTI1Ojc6MDhlZDplYzY0Y2MwYzQzZTIzZmQ2MzM5YWQ0NDM5MmNjZDAxZjkxZjFiZmIxZTkxNTMwNjgxMGE2OWFjMWQ3MGZkNWY3OnA6VDpG


Planning, Paymentech New Hampshire Inc., 1996 - 1997; Associate, Jackson 
& Walker L.L.P., 1990 - 1994.

Experience Served as a director of BearingPoint Consulting Inc. from 2013 - 2025 and as a 
director of Texas Central Partners, LLC from 2022 - 2025; has served in court-
appointed roles in connection with BBGI US, Inc. (Brooks Brothers Group, 
Inc.) and Exide Holdings, Inc.; as Settlement Administrator to the Hawker 
Beechcraft Salaried Plan Settlement Fund (2013 - 2022); as the outside board 
member to nationwide consulting firm Visionary Integration Professionals 
LLC; as Temporary Administrator to a significant probate estate; as the 
receiver to a family trust during a will contest proceeding; as President and 
Secretary of Contura Energy, Inc.; as President and Secretary of CONMEBOL 
USA, Inc., the U.S. subsidiary of the South American Football Confederation; 
and as the Chief Restructuring Officer to multiple companies winding down 
their operations.  Currently serves as Trustee of an Indemnification Trust 
established by a public company on behalf of its directors.

Prior to establishing current practice, spent 10 years at KPMG Consulting, Inc. 
/ BearingPoint, Inc., a $3 billion technology consulting firm with over 15,000 
employees doing business in over 60 countries.  Served as BearingPoint, Inc.’s 
Executive Vice President and General Counsel and, previously, as Chief 
Litigation Counsel to KPMG Consulting, Inc., later known as BearingPoint, 
Inc.

While Chief Litigation Counsel to BearingPoint, Inc. / KPMG Consulting, Inc., 
was responsible for all of the Company's litigation efforts and results on a 
global basis, its intellectual property protection strategies, and its insurance and 
risk management functions.  Litigation environment included separation from 
accounting firm KPMG LLP, formation of a new legal department, KPMG 
Consulting's IPO, approximately 30 acquisitions, the Company's rebranding to 
BearingPoint, two restatements, an Audit Committee investigation, two formal 
SEC investigations, several additional governmental inquiries and 
investigations, multiple reductions in force, three CEOs, three General 
Counsels, management of 40 lawyers in 10 countries, and post-separation 
claims by or against a majority of departing C-level executives.

As BearingPoint, Inc.'s General Counsel, served on the Company's Executive 
Committee, attended and participated in board and board committee meetings, 
and regularly communicated with and advised the Company's CEO and 
leadership team.  Upon the departure of the Company's CEO, was selected by 
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the board to run the Company as it wound down its global operations. 

Appointed in 2009 by the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of New York as Trustee to finalize the wind-down of the Company's 
assets around the world, serving until 2018.  Generated and distributed net 
recoveries in excess of original estimates based upon domestic and 
international contract completions and close-outs; sales of work in process, 
intellectual property, and other assets; pursuit of avoidance actions and other 
litigation; international entity closures and cash repatriations; domestic and 
international tax refunds; and management of wind-down team and 
administrative costs.  Served as a board member to 39 direct and indirect 
domestic and international subsidiaries of BearingPoint, Inc.

Served until 2017 as the President of Barbados-based Dallas Project Holdings 
Limited, a global intellectual property holding company.

Prior to joining KPMG Consulting in 2000, practiced at McKool Smith, P.C.; 
maintained a complex commercial and intellectual property litigation practice 
while responsible for a personal client base that included a regional internet 
service provider, a nationwide telecommunications company, a technology 
venture capital fund, and others. 

Previously practiced with financial services firm First USA, Inc. and with 
Jackson & Walker, L.L.P.

Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Experience

Experience includes service as an arbitrator in over 100 arbitrations to date.  
Arbitrations have included post-transaction indemnification and holdback 
claims; healthcare payor / provider disputes; international trade disputes; 
medical device manufacturing claims; professional liability disputes; the 
enforceability of a mediated settlement agreement; software development and 
deployment claims; technology outsourcing projects; executive employment 
and business divorce matters; real estate investment disputes; franchise matters; 
multi-level marketing / direct selling disputes; warranty claims; and other 
commercial disputes.

Has served as a mediator in complex commercial, business, technology, 
healthcare, intellectual property, and executive separation matters since 2013.  
Frequently mediates matters before litigation is filed, with cases often 
involving multiple parties, clients, and counsel from around the country and 
beyond.
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Mediation experience includes matters involving agriculture; automobile 
manufacturer / franchised dealers; automotive supply chain; banking; 
bankruptcy (including avoidance / fraudulent transfer, preference, and trustee 
claims); business dissolution; construction; contract; corporate governance; 
debt collection; D&O (directors and officers); direct selling; employment 
(including non-competition, discrimination, and executive compensation); 
equine; ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning); eminent domain; energy (oil and 
gas, including accounting, construction, exploration and production, and 
hydraulic fracturing); entertainment; environmental; family business; fiduciary 
duty; franchise (including restaurant, hotel, real estate, services, insurance, and 
others); government contracts; healthcare (including payor / provider disputes); 
insurance coverage; Internet marketing and e-commerce; IP (intellectual 
property, including patent, trademark, and copyright infringement and trade 
secret misappropriation); IT (Information Technology, including IT 
outsourcing contracts); manufacturing; Medicare / Medicaid (including False 
Claims Act and Medicaid Fraud Prevention Act); mergers & acquisitions 
(including holdback, escrow, tax, and indemnification disputes); MLM 
(multilevel marketing); mortgage foreclosure processing; municipal / city 
employment matters; partnerships; patents; pensions / ERISA; network 
marketing; personal injury; probate / estate; private equity; product liability; 
professional negligence / professional liability / malpractice; professional 
services firm dissolution / breakup; publishing; real estate (including EB-5 
capital investments); SEO (Search Engine Optimization); RICO; securities; 
shareholder / minority ownership; software development; telecommunications; 
venture capital; wills, trusts, and estates; and wrongful death.

Prior to establishing ADR practice, served as both outside counsel and in-house 
counsel in multiple arbitration matters and as the primary live witness in one 
arbitration hearing.  Served as the outside counsel, in-house counsel, or the 
client in hundreds of mediations in approximately 20 states.

Awards and Honors Include:  Best Lawyers:  DFW Lawyer of the Year, 
Mediation (2027); Lawdragon Hall of Fame;  Lexology Index: Commercial 
Mediation 2025 - 2026; Who's Who Legal: Commercial Mediation (2022 - 
2024); Who's Who Legal: Mediation (2019 - 2021); Lawdragon: 500 Leading 
Lawyers in America (2020); American College of Civil Trial Mediators (2019 - 
Present);  Texas Super Lawyers (Alternative Dispute Resolution, 2018 - 
Present); National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals (2017 - Present); "Best 
Lawyers in Dallas," D Magazine (Alternative Dispute Resolution - Mediation, 
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2016 - Present); "ADR Champion," National Law Journal (Inaugural List of 
Top ADR Professionals in the United States)(2016); Martindale-Hubbell AV 
Preeminent Rating (10+ years).

Technology Proficiency Extensive experience with Zoom and other online platforms.  Willing to 
conduct hearings on Zoom or in person, or a combination of the two.  Conducts 
most proceedings with searchable pleadings and exhibits to the exclusion of 
paper copies.

Education Duke University School of Law (J.D. - 1990)
Mississippi State University (B.A. - 1986)
United States Capitol Page School (1983)
Universidad de Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico (Summer Student - 1982)

Professional Licenses Admitted to Bar:  Texas (1990).

Professional 
Associations

State Bar of Texas (ADR Section - Chair, 2017 - 2018; Vice Chair, 2016 - 
2017; Treasurer, 2015 - 2016); American College of Civil Trial Mediators 
(2019 - Present); Texas Attorney-Mediators Coalition (President, 2019 - 2020; 
Vice President, 2018 - 2019); Dallas Bar Association (ADR Section Chair, 
2014 - 2016 [Two Terms]); National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals (2017
 - Present)(Mediation and Arbitration Member); Texas Bar Foundation (Life 
Member, 2014 - Present); Trustee, St. John's Episcopal School Board of 
Trustees (2014 - 2020; Vice Chair, 2017 - 2018; Parliamentarian, 2016 - 2017; 
Executive Committee, 2014 - 2019); Association of Corporate Counsel 
National Litigation Committee (Past Chair); General Counsel Forum, 
Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter (Past Chair); Duke Law School Alumni Association 
Board of Directors (Past Chair); and Duke Law School Future Forum (Past 
Chair).

Recent Publications & 
Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements:

  "Mediating Franchise Disputes:  What, Why, How, and More," Dallas Bar 
Association Franchise and Distribution Law Section (August 2023).

  “Negotiation Creativity: Different Results from a Different Approach,” Sam 
Houston State University Webinar (October 2020).

  “Missed Opportunities and More:  3 Mediators' Perspectives on Advocacy at 
Mediation,” Dallas Bar Association (March 2019)(Panelist).
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  "10 Ways to Make Arbitration Faster, Better, and Cheaper," TexasBarCLE 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Course, Austin, Texas (January 2015)(Co-
Presenter).

Articles:

  John DeGroote, "Noise in Mediation: It’s More Than You’ve Heard," 
Litigation, Spring 2026, at 47.

Book Chapters:

  "Early Case Assessments," in Inside Counsel: Practices, Strategies, and 
Insights, 381-389 (Marc I. Sternberg and Stephen B. Yeager, 3rd Edition, 
2024).

  "Negotiation, Mediation and Settlement," in Texas Litigator’s Guide to 
Departing Employee Cases (Mark A. Shank, 2022).

  "High-Low Agreements and More: Definitive Tools to Break Impasse in 
Mediation," in Definitive Creative Impasse-Breaking Techniques in Mediation 
(New York State Bar Association, 2011).

Locations Where Parties 
Will Not be Charged for 
Travel Expenses

Within 100 miles of downtown Dallas.

 Hearing: $825.00/Hr
 Study: $825.00/Hr
 Travel: $825.00/Hr
 Cancellation: $3750.00/Day
 Cancellation Period: 14 Days
 Comment: Reimbursement of reasonable and necessary 

out-of-pocket expenses.

Citizenship United States of America

Languages English

Compensation
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